When the abdomen was opened an extremely distended loop of small intestine, deep green in colour, presented in the opening. There was no effusion of fluid in the peritoneal cavity and all the other organs appeared normal.
The distended loop of bowel filled the iliac and lumbar regions on the right side and it was found to be a portion of the ileum about eight centimetres from the ileo-esecal junction which had been strangulated by an anti-clockwise twist of ninety degrees on a mesenteric axis four and a half centimetres in length.
?
This case is of interest because volvulus in such a young child is very uncommon, and the direction of the twist was in the opposite direction to that usually seen. The absence of peritonitis is probably explained by the early death of the child xmd the relatively sterile condition of the intestinal contents at this early age.
